
Finding the Right Fit: What to Look for When Choosing a College with LD 
Programs and Services  

(Information was gathered from the Program for Advancement of Learning at Curry College.)  

In your search for colleges, contacting the support service office is an important preliminary 

step. There is no standard model for colleges to provide services; however, there is a 
designated person/department that has the authority to coordinate service request from 
students. As you research your college options, you should be able to find student services 

program information on the school’s web page, college brochures, college catalog, and 
other college publications. Below is a sampling of questions you may want to ask as you 

compare the various services and programs at different colleges. 

1. What is the procedure to register with support services? 
2. How is eligibility determined and what do you define as current documentation?  

3. Do I need to register every semester?  
4. Does the office provide letters of accommodation to instructors? 

5. Are accommodations provided in the classroom or in a separate testing center?  
6. Is the college culture sensitive to the gifts and needs of LD students?  
7. What is your LD Program and Services reputation and/or length of existence? 

8. Does the college have a comprehensive program?   Is there a fee?  
9. What is used to evaluate students for admissions? Are SAT/ACT scores used?   Do you 

need a copy of the Psycho-educational Report? Do you do personal interviews? Is 
there a special application? 

10. Are LD specialists available?  What is their professional level of training? What is your 
staff/student ratio? 

11. What is the nature of the support? Do you do "Strategy Instruction”? (For reading 
comprehension, time management, etc.)  Do you have mentoring?  Do you have 
Advocacy Strengthening? 

12. Is there a preparatory Summer Program? 
13. Is there academic advising that integrates the LD issues? 
14. Is there an Assistive Technology Center?  Do you offer recorded textbooks, 

calculators, outlining software, tape recorders/CD's, portable keyboards, reading 
pens, voice-activated dictation software? 

15. Are the following services available? Extended time, alternative exam arrangements, 
note-takers, etc. 

16. Is subject area tutoring available?  Is there Peer Tutoring? Is there Professional 
Tutoring? 

17. Are there counseling services available?  Individual, ADD Counseling, LD Support, 
Career Counseling, Substance Abuse Issues, etc. 


